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Online Readers Geographically
More Dispersed Than Print Readers
by Hsiang Iris Chyi

Online reader surveys at 28 local newspapers suggest than 
newspapers based in locales of larger populations as well 
as those with higher print circulations tend to have a more 
geographically dispersed online readership.
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Based on the results of the 
regression analysis, it is 
also clear that newspapers’ 
online readership, even if 
geographically dispersed, 
does not exist in a vacuum. 
The population of the 
newspaper’s print market 
and the performance of the 
print edition (i.e., circulation) 
together determine how 
geographically dispersed the 
newspaper’s online readership 
is. 
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Findings
RQ1 seeks to measure the average distance between a typical online reader and the 
newspaper (mean, median, and mode).
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RQ2 concerns the grouping of online readers at specific geographic levels. 
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RQ3 asks which factors predict (i.e., population of the newspaper locale, print circula-
tion and website performance) the average distance between a typical online reader 
and the newspaper.
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